Parents, Educators and Friends,
In 2014, when reform education groups formed the Progressive Education Fund PAC
and raised over $270,000 to wage a smear campaign against me, it was important that
you hear directly from me. Together, we sent the message that education reform
policies have no place in Minneapolis Public Schools. Once again, a barrage of
intentionally misleading and incorrect information is being pushed out to discredit my reelection campaign. Please take the time to read my response to these false claims.
My track record of advocating for equitable, accessible, quality public education
throughout Minneapolis and against privatization and charters speaks for itself. I am
seeking your support for the DFL endorsement today because we need strong, propublic school, experienced Democratic voices on our school board.

Rebecca Gagnon
At-Large School Board Candidate, Incumbent
www.rebeccaformn.com

introduced a resolution at the March 13th Board meeting to restore time
allocation funding to middle and high schools. This funding was implemented a few
years ago to increase equitable access to opportunities in our secondary schools by
moving from a six period to seven period day. It is more expensive to educate
secondary students, and the proposed deep budget cuts for ﬁscal year ’19 (’19-’20
school year) disproportionately impacted our secondary schools.
When we limit academic and elective options it has a disparate impact on students of
color, students experiencing poverty, and students receiving Special Education and
English Language Learner services. If you consider four core classes, a world
language, and Health/PE, students are left with maybe one elective. Students who wish
to take AVID or need an academic or language support class have limited access to art,
music, theatre, and other electives.
Students from families with resources can supplement their extracurricular opportunities
outside of school through private lessons and clubs, further exacerbating the
opportunity gap. We must ensure equitable access to a well rounded education in
middle and high school, as well as pathways to career and college programs like CTE,
PSEO, and IB. Time allocation revenue is a solution. Increasing access to credits
also supports students experiencing challenges that get them off track for graduation. A
parent recently shared a story with me of their struggling South High student who was
behind on credits. Without the continued 7 period day offerings, their student, and many
others, would be unable to graduate on time.
I listened to the voices of community, looked at the deep harm the proposed FY19
budget cuts had on secondary schools, and worked with stakeholders to provide a
solution. The Board Chair stated he would vote no on the FY19 budget in June. This is
not a solution. It is difﬁcult and controversial to challenge assumptions and force us to
consider different ideas.
I lead with conviction and action. When I believe we can do better for our students
and school communities, I refused to criticize, shame and blame the Superintendent
and Administration. Instead, I come to the table and propose solutions, including
restoring time allocation revenue. I also proposed reducing our school calendar, limited
layoffs (type of furlough), reducing all testing, evaluations and data collection to the
state minimum legally required, and sweeping our current budgets to ﬁnd additional cost
savings in ﬁscal year ’18.
This resolution was not a surprise; I went through the proper channels with a ﬁrst
reading at the March Board Meeting and vote at the April Board meeting. There was a
month before the vote on the resolution. No other suggestions or solutions were put
forward by Board members or staff. No one, staff or Board member, pushed back on
allocating per pupil. I received little feedback and questions about the resolution. The
two concerns raised were maintaining fund balance and the notion that the

Superintendent had provided us with the best budget possible and we should approve it
without question.
I put forth an amendment to the resolution in April, which passed as part of the overall
resolution, directing the superintendent to NOT dip further in to fund balance to restore
the $6.4 million. There was already a provision in the resolution that the $6.4 million
could NOT be taken from other school allocations. The additional funding cuts ($4.9
million) and additional resources ($1.5 million) the Superintendent recommended,
which I believe are preferable to cuts to our students’ academic opportunities, are
below.

There has also been a suggestion that the time allocation revenue be distributed
differently with a poverty component. The resolution reinstated the funding exactly as it
had been distributed the past few years, about $462 per pupil. It is per pupil because it
has to account for how many additional teachers/staff you need to add offerings for the
number of total students you must serve.

More students require more classes which equates to more teachers. Southwest, South
and Washburn are by far our largest high schools, twice as big or more than our other
four schools - Patrick Henry, Roosevelt, Edison and North. When you actually break
down the per pupil funding after the reallocation, the four smaller high schools
receive signiﬁcantly more per pupil than our three largest high schools. For
example, Edison receives 21% more funding than South, 30% more than SW, and 32%
more than Washburn.
This is not the end of the budget conversation. We don’t approve the budget until
June. However, budget tie out for schools and departments must happen as early as
possible so that we have the opportunity to hire quality employees and meet the
contractual obligations for notice in our union contracts, which is mid March. I will
continue, as I always have, to work with my fellow Board members to address issues as
they arise.

As a member of the City Planning Commission (CPC) for ﬁve years, I was “charged
with hearing and deciding applications for land use reviews, including site plan review,
conditional use permits, changes or expansions of a nonconforming use, variances, and
land subdivisions. In addition, the CPC makes recommendations to the city council on
planning decisions, including proposed re-zonings, street and alley vacations, public
land sales, zoning code text amendments, and amendments to the comprehensive
plan.”
The City Charter requires a school board, park board, and hennepin county
representative on the CPC. The reason is we are all three major property owners in the
city, MPS being the second largest property owner in Minneapolis. Our job is to apply
the law, city ordinances and codes, to the projects brought before us and make
recommendations to the City Council. There were many MPS projects I was able to
support in my ﬁve years on the CPC. I also approved variances for buildings being
leased to charter schools. There are union leaders that are using my votes on the CPC
to message that I approved charter schools. This absolutely untrue. And while I have
shared with these leaders why their accusations are untrue they continue to push this
false narrative.
CPC has NOTHING to do with approving charter schools. Charter schools cannot own
their buildings by state law and must lease space. The requests that came before me on
CPC in regards to the physical buildings and space involved parking variances, size of
the side walk and how many feet the yard must set back from the street. These are
legally allowed under city codes and ordinances, and, again, have nothing to do with the
charter school itself. I have never approved a charter school.
Could I have voted no in protest of charter schools? I could have. However, I had no
legal basis to deny the building variances. A no vote by myself or even the entire CPC
would not have stopped the project from moving forward. CPC is an advisory
committee. The decision (which would have been against our own zoning and planning
codes) would have been appealed and overturned by the City Zoning & Planning
Commission and the City Council. As a City Planning Commissioner, I agreed to apply
city ordinances and zoning codes to the projects before us.
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